
 Tweet/Post/Snap during the Conference & Win! Use hashtag #NTLAANNUAL15

© 2015 National Tax Lien Association (NTLA)™. All Rights Reserved.          (PG 19)

SPEAKERS
...................................................................................................................

Brad Westover, NTLA Executive Director

Bradley P. Westover was appointed Executive Director of the National Tax Lien 
Association in October of 2011. Mr Westover has sixteen year’s experience in 
acquiring and servicing delinquent property taxes. On behalf of institutional investors 
he has purchased over $1.5 billion worth of tax lien certificates from 23 states. He 
is a recognized industry authority on tax certificates, tax deeds, and distressed 
real estate. Mr. Westover is highly involved in his community. As a young man, he 
earned his Eagle Scout award and remains active in the Boy Scouts of America as 
a youth leader. Currently, Mr. Westover teaches a college course title “Principles 
of Leadership” for students 18 to 30 years old. Mr. Westover is actively involved 
in President Obama’s “United We Serve” campaign that is sponsored by the 
Corporation for National and Community Service with annual projects in South 
Florida. He holds a BA from Brigham Young University and an MBA from Nova 
Southeastern University.

...................................................................................................................

Bruce Bronster, Windels Marx Law, NTLA President

Bruce Bronster is a Partner at Windels Marx Lane & Mittendorf, LLP. He leads the 
firm’s Tax Lien and Mortgage Foreclosure group, in addition to providing counsel on 
commercial disputes and general business matters. In his role with the Tax Lien & 
Mortgage Foreclosure group, he supervises attorneys and paralegals, resolves title 
issues, manages highly contested and problem cases with novel issues, and acts as 
primary client contact with institutional clients. Prior to joining Windels Marx in 2008, 
he managed similar practice groups foreclosing thousands of matters. He is licensed 
to practice in New York, New Jersey and the District of Columbia, as well as the 
U.S. District Courts for both the Eastern and the Southern Districts of New York. Mr. 
Bronster earned a B.S. in accounting, cum laude, magna cum laude, from New York 
University, a J.D. from New York Law School, and an M.B.A., Beta Gamma Sigma, 
from Columbia University.

...................................................................................................................

Brian Dickerson, Roetzel & Andress

Mr. Dickerson focuses his practice on complex litigation and regulatory matters 
defending clients against government actions, administrative proceedings and 
parallel civil and criminal proceedings. He litigates complex fraud cases, including 
securities, bank, mortgage, procurement and health care fraud (stark law and false 
claims cases), as well as Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA) matters and anti-trust 
matters involving violations of the Sherman Act in federal and state courts throughout 
the U.S.

VA
U

LT
 1

VA
U

LT
 4

VA
U

LT
 1



(PG 20)          © 2015 National Tax Lien Association (NTLA)™. All Rights Reserved. 

...................................................................................................................

Mikhail Vanyo, New York Office of the Department of Justice

Mikhail Vanyo is currently a Trial Attorney at the New York Office of the Department 
of Justice, Antitrust Division.  He graduated from Columbia Law School in 2008 and 
went to work as an Associate at Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP in New York, where 
he did a mix of merger antitrust work and civil and criminal litigation.  In 2010, he left 
Simpson Thacher to clerk for the Honorable Robert W. Sweet, United States District 
Court Judge in the Southern District of New York.  After clerking, Mikhail moved to 
San Francisco to be an Associate at O’Melveny & Myers LLP.  While at O’Melveny, 
Mikhail focused on white collar criminal defense work with a specialization in antitrust 
matters.  In 2013, he accepted his current position as a federal prosecutor with the 
Department of Justice, Antitrust Division.

...................................................................................................................

Dave Dering, Grant Street Group

Mr. Dering joined Grant Street Group in May 2005. Dave has been the LienAuction® 
Product Manager since 2007, leading teams in the execution of online tax certificate 
auctions for treasurers and tax collectors in Arizona, Florida and Maryland. He has 
also worked on product development for electronic payment processing and other 
revenue collection software. Before joining Grant Street Group he was a Project 
Manager and Engineering Data Manager at Ariba, Inc. Dave received a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in History from Grove City College.

...................................................................................................................

Cheryl Spraggins, Georgia Dept. of Revenue

Graduated from Georgia Southern University in 1984 with an associates degree 
in business. Graduated from Clayton State College in 1996 with a bachelors in 
Accounting. Began work with the Georgia Department of Revenue in 1986 in the 
Sales tax Division. Currently holds the position of Business Analyst in the Local 
Government Services Division.
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Shelley Davis, Cuyahoga County Ohio

Since conception on Tax Liens in 1996 to 2011, Shelley had a pivotal role in 
developing, researching and writing the Ohio Revised Code language for Ohio’s Tax 
Lien Legislation.  She also developed all the required Department of Tax Equalization 
Tax Lien Forms for the State of Ohio.  Shelley has given ongoing supporting Tax 
Lien testimony before the Ohio’s House of Representatives, coordinated Tax Lien 
workshops throughout Ohio and at several State Associations. She also has been 
a keynote speaker for the National Tax Lien Association on Ohio Tax Liens on 
numerous occasions. 

...................................................................................................................

Matt Nims, MTAG Services

Matt Nims is the Senior Client Relations Manager at MTAG Services, LLC.  He has 
over nine years of experience in the tax lien industry.  Mr. Nims started his career 
at Mooring Financial Corporation, where he worked in acquisitions, servicing and 
asset management.  He joined MTAG Services as a Senior Asset Manager in 2010 
and was promoted to MTAG’s management team in 2014.  He has managed lien 
portfolios for investor clients in multiple states and has worked extensively with the 
New York City Tax Lien trust securitizations.  Mr. Nims graduated with honors from 
Syracuse University.  He holds a degree in finance and supply chain management. 

...................................................................................................................

Mark Lehrer, MTAG Services

Mark Lehrer has been involved in the default side of Real Property Servicing for 25 
years.  Starting as an analyst in residential and commercial mortgage foreclosure 
servicing, Mark rose to manage a Foreclosure department at one of South Florida’s 
well regarded Commercial Banks.  When the Bank mergers of the 1990’s took 
place, Mark moved into the Tax Lien business at BankAtlantic in 1996.  Mark was 
instrumental in finding new Acquisition markets for the Bank and Supervising the 
Tax Lien portfolio from A - Z.  After ten years in the business, Mark decided to move 
his family to Greenville, SC where the “City Boy” became a Horse Rancher.  Mark 
and his family have six horses and have provided lessons and children’s camps.  
Following an eight year hiatus from the Tax Lien industry, Mark came back in 2014 as 
Senior Asset Manager to work at MTAG Services in Charleston, SC.   
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...................................................................................................................

Walter Spader, The Marcus Law Firm

Walt Spader is the manager of the Marcus Law Firm’s foreclosure department, and 
has overseen thousands of foreclosure actions since being admitted to the bar of 
the State of Connecticut in 2003. He is also admitted to the bars in Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island and New York. He has served as a past Secretary for the Executive 
Committee of the Board of Directors of the NTLA.  Along with his law degree from 
Quinnipiac University, he holds an MBA from Fairfield University. Prior to his legal 
career, he was the Communications Director for the Connecticut Democratic Party 
and has been involved in managing and/or advising scores of Connecticut political 
campaigns. He is currently the Chairman of the North Haven (Ct) Democratic 
Party Committee and is a member of the North Haven Economic Development 
Commission.

...................................................................................................................

Matt O’Connell, O’Connell, Doyle & Lewis, LLC

Matt O’Connell is Managing Partner at O’Connell, Doyle & Lewis, LLC. The firm 
currently serves as foreclosure counsel in D.C., Maryland, New Jersey, and New York 
City tax lien matters. In addition to tax sale, his law practice has involved real estate 
transactional work, including real estate settlements, as well as general litigation. For 
more information on the firm, please visit www.odllaw.com. 

...................................................................................................................

John W. Stanko, Jr., Partner, Flamm, Teibloom & Stanko

John graduated from St. John’s University in 1985 and The John Marshall Law 
School in 1988. He is a past Chair and legislative liaison of the Real Estate Taxation 
Committee of the Chicago Bar Association. John has written and has spoken at 
many seminars regarding real estate tax sales and tax deed proceedings for the 
Chicago Bar Association, Illinois Institute for Continuing Legal education and legal 
as well as financial institution platforms. Before joining Flamm & Teibloom Ltd., and 
becoming a partner, now Flamm Teibloom & Stanko, Ltd., John spent 12 years as 
Corporate Counsel for two of the largest tax purchasers in Illinois, the last three years 
as Lead General Counsel. His practice is concentrated in real estate taxation, tax 
sale, tax deed and indemnity litigation in addition to commercial and residential real 
estate transactions and real estate litigation. Although John’s law practice is located 
in Chicago’s loop, he resides in the western suburb of Bartlett with his wife Kathleen 
and their daughter Colleen (22) and son John (18). When not wearing a suit John 
enjoys coaching youth baseball and football as well as hunting, fishing and camping.
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Michael Wilson, Michael Wilson & Assoc.

Michael graduated from Cornell College in 1987 and The DePaul University College 
of Law in 1990. For over 20 years, Michael has concentrated his law practice in 
real estate taxation, tax sales, tax deeds, and indemnity fund litigation. In addition 
to his real estate taxation practice, Michael’s law practice also includes real estate 
litigation, landlord/tenant disputes and litigation, commercial and residential real 
estate transactions. For large corporate tax purchasers, Michael has also assisted 
with portfolio analysis and management. As an active member of the Chicago Bar 
Association’s Real Estate Taxation Committee, Michael served as the Chairperson, 
Vice-Chairperson, and Legislative Liaison of the Real Estate Taxation Committee and 
Chairperson of the Tax Sale, Tax Deed Subcommittee. Michael has been a speaker 
before various groups regarding real estate taxation, tax sales, and tax deeds. 
Michael has participated in drafting amendments to various sections of the Illinois 
Property Tax Code and litigated many trials and appellate court cases. In addition, 

Michael has been an expert witness in litigation regarding tax sales and tax deeds. Michael’s clients include 
individuals, large corporate tax purchasers, mortgage companies, banks, and title companies.

...................................................................................................................

Lloyd McClendon, Realauction.com

Mr. McClendon is the CEO and managing member of Realauction.com LLC.  He 
is directly responsible for the strategic direction of the company and his primary 
responsibilities include new product development, client acquisition and providing 
support for Realauction’s forty-five employees. Realauction is a market-leading 
provider of technology solutions for government agencies. The company helps 
government entities reduce expenses by providing consultation, design, and 
implementation for online auctions of tax lien sales, tax deed applications, and 
foreclosure sales. Realauction solutions are backed by more than 50 years of 
combined experience in the delinquent tax and real estate data transfer industry.

...................................................................................................................

Tom McOsker, BCMG

Thomas McOsker is founder and CEO of Bespoke Capital Markets Group (BCMG), 
a San Juan-based capital markets firm providing investors and governments with 
tools and liquidity to grow their tax lien businesses. In 2014 BCMG purchased the 
lien industry’s largest secondary market BLOXTrade as well as the Lienlaytics data 
company, Tax Lien Talk conference series, LienClear clearing firm, and several tax 
lien software platforms. Prior to consolidating some of the largest tax lien companies 
in the industry Tom founded DART, the first institutional secondary market for tax 
liens, with New York based GFI Group (GFIG on NYSE). In 2008 McOsker was 
Managing Partner for Sycamore Capital Partners, a pioneer in  the concept of open-
ended tax lien funds. From 2005-2008 Thomas also held positions at Morgan Stanley, 
Lazard, and JW Seligman in Manhattan. Mr. McOsker graduated from Tulane 
University, serves on the Alumni board for Tulane College, and speaks regularly at 
conferences and industry events.
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...................................................................................................................

Bryan Barrios, CivicSource

Bryan Barrios is an entrepreneur who, for over a decade, has focused solely on 
municipal tax collections. Beginning in 2001, Barrios formed the Tax Collection 
Division of the Scheuermann & Jones Law Offices, where he served as its Director 
until 2005.  Thereafter, he formed Strategic Alliance Partners, L.L.C. and served 
as its Executive Director until 2007.  In 2008, he co-founded Archon Information 
Systems L.L.C., where he continues to serve as its Chief Executive Officer. Barrios’ 
expertise is property tax collections and, over the past decade, he has contributed 
content on over a dozen pieces of state and local legislation that helped shape 
property tax law in Louisiana. Barrios has a B.A. in business administration and 
history from Nicholls State University and attended Juris Doctorate studies at 
Loyola University School of Law. He completed Peace Officer Standards and 
Training Certification from the Lafourche Parish Sheriff’s Training Academy and is a 
deputized law enforcement officer.  Barrios is a member of National and Louisiana 

Sheriff’s Associations, National Tax Lien Association and an Ad Valorem Tax Committee Member of the Louisiana 
Association of Tax Administrators. He has been a featured speaker many times on Louisiana tax and adjudicated 
property sales.

...................................................................................................................

Stephen Morel, CivicSource

Stephen D. Morel is Louisiana licensed attorney and co-owner of NOLA Title 
Company and the law firm of Morel Yorsch, LLC.  He represents individuals and 
businesses in residential and commercial real estate transactions with a specialized 
focus in tax sale matters – including tax title confirmation suits, statutory public 
auctions of municipally owned adjudicated tax property, and secondary market 
trading of tax lien portfolios. Since 2006, Mr. Morel’s extensive and tireless work in 
the field of tax sales has created and/or restored the insurability and merchantability 
of thousands of otherwise uninsurable Louisiana tax titles. In 2014, Mr. Morel was 
honored to be appointed as a member of the Louisiana State Law Institute Tax Sales 
Committee, which advises the State Legislature on changes to the tax sales code.  

...................................................................................................................

Patrick McShane, Kroll Bond Rating Agency

Patrick McShane is a Director at Kroll Bond Rating Agency responsible for coverage 
of the tax lien sector. Previously, Mr. McShane was a Senior Associate within DZ 
Bank’s Asset Securitization Group and specialized in the financing of esoteric assets 
such as lottery receivables, structured settlements and tax liens. Prior to DZ Bank, 
Mr. McShane worked within the Structured Securities origination and structuring 
group at Bank of America and as an analyst within ING’s Asset Securitization Group. 
Mr. McShane holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Finance from The Pennsylvania 
State University.
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Adam Berman, MTAG Services

Adam Berman is the Vice President and Chief Operations Officer of MTAG Services. 
Mr. Berman joined Mooring Tax Asset Group in 2005 as head of the IT department 
and in 2007 was promoted to Director of Servicing and IT.  He has 20 years of IT 
experience and previously worked as Director of Professional Services of The 
Middleware Company, an enterprise software development training and consulting 
organization that was later acquired by Veritas Software Solutions. Prior to working 
for The Middleware Company, Mr. Berman was employed for five years at Unisys. 
He graduated from Emory University with a Bachelor of Science degree in Math and 
Computer Science.

...................................................................................................................

Kurt Shadle, Tower Capital Management

Kurt P. Shadle is one of the three principals of Tower Capital Management, LLC one of 
the largest tax lien servicers in the nation. Prior to the formation of Tower in 2010, he 
was Chief Operating Officer of XSPAND/JP Morgan. Prior to joining XSPAND in 2001 
and since 1993 he was the managing partner at Evergreen Management Consultants, 
a management consulting company advising public and private sector entities. He also 
has significant public sector experience, having served as General Manager at the 
NJ Sports and Exposition Authority from 1991 to 1993, responsible for administrative 
oversight of The Meadowlands, one of the nation’s largest sports venues. Mr. Shadle 
also was head of NJ’s General Services Administration, the state’s business arm as 
well servicing as Appointments Director to NJ Governor James Florio. Mr. Shadle holds 
an A.B. Degree “with distinction” from Cornell University.

...................................................................................................................

Thomas Coyle, Greenspoon Marder Law

Thomas F. Coyle, Jr. is a shareholder with the at Greenspoon Marder Law, a full-
service, business law firm with eleven offices located throughout the state of Florida.  
A member of both the Florida and Georgia Bar, Mr. Coyle joined Greenspoon Marder 
Law in 2001 and concentrates his practice in the areas of real estate acquisition 
and development, banking and finance, leasing, disposition of REO properties and 
related title curative actions, condominium and association law, timeshare law, 
and business law.  Additionally, Mr. Coyle is active in many civic and charitable 
organizations including Junior Achievement, Boys & Girls Clubs of Broward County, 
Greater Fort Lauderdale Chamber of Commerce, the Florida Bar Association, the 
Georgia Bar Association, the Broward County Bar Association and the American Bar 
Association.
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...................................................................................................................

Chad Tamaroff, Greenspoon Marder Law

Chad Tamaroff is a shareholder in Greenspoon Marder Law’s Litigation practice 
area. He concentrates his practice in the areas of commercial, banking, and real 
estate litigation. His client base is diverse and includes banks, investors, servicers, 
developers, insurance companies and landlords. As a litigator, he is retained by 
some of the largest title insurance underwriters and has extensive experience in 
handling title disputes regarding real property. Tamaroff also represents one of the 
largest REIT’s in landlord/tenant disputes. He also has extensive experience in 
handling Quiet Title Actions for Tax Deed Investors and represents clients to resolve 
outstanding liens and code violations. Tamaroff has been with the firm for 14 years 
during which he has led many of the firm’s growth initiatives. He also serves as 
a mentor to many of the firm’s associates. Tamaroff is AV Preeminent rated by 
Martindale-Hubbell and was voted Best Of The Bar, South Florida Business Journal, 
2005.

...................................................................................................................

Chad Paiva, Greenspoon Marder Law

Chad S. Paiva joined Greenspoon Marder Law in September 2008, and is a partner 
with Greenspoon Marder Law’s Bankruptcy and Creditor Rights Group. He has more 
than 20 years of experience representing individual and corporate creditors and 
debtors in state court collection, state court assignment and federal court bankruptcy 
proceedings. Mr. Paiva’s practice focuses primarily on representing institutional 
and private lenders, and commercial landlords in chapter 7, 11 and 13 bankruptcy 
proceedings, representing non-consumer debtors in chapter 7 bankruptcy 
proceedings, and defending voidable transfer actions in both state and federal 
bankruptcy court. In 2011, Mr. Paiva was appointed a Chapter 7 Panel Trustee by 
the United States Department of Justice, and currently administers individual and 
corporate chapter 7 cases in the United States Bankruptcy Court for the Southern 
District of Florida.

...................................................................................................................

Beth Ziesenis, Your Nerdy BFF - NTLA Keynote Speaker

Have you ever wondered if there IS an app for that? Our next speaker has the 
answer. Meet Author Beth Ziesenis, Your Nerdy Best Friend. Beth is a technology 
expert who speaks to 60-plus groups a year about the best free and bargain apps 
and online resources that will help you Release YOUR Inner Nerd to become more 
organized, efficient and awesome at work and home. Since her first Commodore 64 
computer, Beth has made a verb out of the word “nerd,” and is almost as obsessed 
with gadgets and doodads as she is with cupcakes. Meet Beth Ziesenis, your own 
personal Nerdy Best Friend. From her home base in sunny San Diego, California, 
Beth helps computer users all over the country filter through thousands of apps, 
gadgets, widgets and doodads to find the perfect free and bargain technology tools 
for business and personal use through presentations and her newest book, Release 
Your Inner Nerd: Tech Tools and Apps to Get Organized, Get Creative and Get 
Ahead, available on Amazon.com and other online outlets. 
www.yournerdybestfriend.com
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Billy Richards, The Richards Law Firm

Billy Richards has bought Tax Sale Liens in all 92 Indiana Counties since 1985. Billy 
was formerly a Title Abstractor and he also has experience working at a Mortgage 
Company. Billy currently holds a Real Estate Broker License. Billy is also a licensed 
Real Estate Instructor for Tax Sales. The Richards Law Firm, where Billy works, 
is an established boutique law firm who represents many Tax Lien investors both 
Institutional and Mom & Pop buyers. The firm also handles a large collection portfolio 
for itself and clients. Billy is a host to the Indiana Tax Sale Seminar held once yearly 
in Indiana. It is regularly attended by many NTLA members. www.indianataxsale.com

...................................................................................................................

Joe Edwards, SRI

Joe Edwards came to SRI, Inc. in 2000 with vast experience in government. After 
graduation from Indiana University School of Law, Joe served as a county, city, 
and town attorney, in addition to his practice. Mr. Edwards also spent many years a 
court commissioner and judge, taught legal and judicial related classes at University 
of Nevada Judges College, Ball State University, and Ivy Tech, and conducted 
numerous continuing legal education courses for the Indiana Bar Association. Joe 
also owned and operated a cigar store in historic downtown Muncie, called “Smokin’ 
Joe’s Cigar Emporium”. Joe is a licensed auctioneer and, in his nearly sixteen years 
at SRI, has conducted hundreds of tax, certificate and deed sales. Joe’s time at SRI 
is spent managing forty five Indiana counties, overseeing the sheriff sale operation, 
planning state and national conferences, drafting and lobbying for better tax sale 
laws, and administering and marketing tax sales in Florida. Joe has four children and 
resides in Indianapolis.

...................................................................................................................

David Schumacher, Tax Title Services

David Schumacher, president and founder of Tax Title Services, Inc., developed TTS’ 
Industry first Foreclosure Due Process Certifications and Curative Work. This is a 
revolutionary process that was created over a period of several years. Drawing from 
his years as a title officer, and later as Assistant Vice President with First American 
Title’s default division, Dave developed the experience and understanding necessary 
to create this exclusive program and the business model for TTS. After 15 years in 
business, TTS is proud to be the premier company in the nation able to qualify tax 
deed properties for title insurance faster & cheaper without a quiet title action or 
waiting out statute of limitations period.
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...................................................................................................................

Jesse Loomis, Bid4Assets

Mr. Loomis currently serves as president and CEO of Bid4Assets, Inc., a leading 
online real estate auction site. During his 11 years with the company, he managed 
both marketing and sales teams, selling hundreds of millions in real estate sales 
for the government and private sector.  During his first year as CEO, Mr. Loomis 
increased Bid4Assets real estate sales by 15%, conducted the first online 
auctions for the Los Angeles County Treasurer-Tax Collector and Small Business 
Administration, and formed a strategic marketing deal with Zillow.com. In addition, 
Mr. Loomis lectures to industry groups and universities and continues to publish 
numerous articles on auction strategy. As an experienced investor, Mr. Loomis 
bought and sold over 400 properties nationwide since 2009. He holds a B.A. in 
Economics and an M.B.A. in Marketing and Corporate Strategy from the R.H. Smith 
School of Business at the University of Maryland.

...................................................................................................................

Adam D. Greenberg, Honig & Greenberg, NTLA Board Member

Adam D. Greenberg is the Managing Member of the firm of Honig & Greenberg, 
L.L.C. in Cherry Hill, New Jersey. A 1990 graduate of The American University 
and a 1994 graduate of the Rutgers School of Law, Camden, he is admitted to the 
bars of New Jersey, Pennsylvania as well as the United States District Courts for 
the District of New Jersey and the Eastern District of Pennsylvania and the United 
States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit. Mr. Greenberg’s practice concentrates 
in tax and mortgage foreclosure, real property and title litigation and creditor’s rights 
in bankruptcy. His firm represents certificate holders, municipalities, bankruptcy 
trustees, lenders, landlords, and foreclosure buyers and sellers in various matters 
throughout the state. Mr. Greenberg taught courses on tax certificate foreclosure 
at the New Jersey Institute for Continuing Legal Education from 2003 to 2012, the 
Burlington County Bar Association, The Camden County Bar Association, The South 
Jersey Title School, First American Title Insurance Agency, the National Tax Lien 

Association, and the Tax Collector and Treasurers Association of New Jersey.

...................................................................................................................

Robert W. Keyser, Taylor & Keyser, NTLA Board Member

Robert W. Keyser, Esq. is a partner of the firm Taylor & Keyser LLC. He represents 
a broad range of businesses, commercial lenders and individuals in real estate and 
business transactions, commercial lending, work-outs and bankruptcy related issues. 
Mr. Keyser received his B.A. degree from Lafayette College in 1977 and his Juris 
Doctorate from the Rutgers University School of Law at Camden in 1982. In 1995, 
President Clinton appointed him as a delegate to the White House Conference on 
Small Business, where he specialized in issues of capital formation and availability. 
In 2010, Governor Chris Christie appointed Mr. Keyser to the Board of Directors of 
the New Jersey Tax Lien Finance Corporation. Mr. Keyser has handled a number 
of appeals, some of which have resulted in reported decisions arising out of real 
estate related cases. They include the Supreme Court decisions in Simon v Rando 
and Malinowski v Jacobs, and the Appellate Division decisions in Phoenix Funding 
v Krute, Realty Asset Properties v Oldham, and Coryell LLC v Curry, in which he 
represented amicus curiae National Tax Lien Association. 
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Brian Seidensticker, Tax Sale Resources

In June of 2010, Brian Seidensticker co-founded Tax Sale Resources, a 
comprehensive online-based tax sale data website. Tax Sale Resources combines 
three major aspects of information needed for confident tax sale investing: 
Jurisdiction Information, Upcoming Sale Specifics & Property Data.
In September of 2012, Brian partnered to create Vision Tax Liens Services, extending 
services into “boots on the ground” allowing investors to complete on-site due 
diligence and attend auctions in eight states.  Paired with REO services, Vision 
allows investors to concentrate on optimizing their return without the need to manage 
an extensive network of personnel. Mr. Seidensticker graduated from Arizona State 
University with a Bachelor of Science in Aerospace Engineering.  As a Systems 
Engineer in the space launch industry, he has considerable experience in complex 
system integration and utilized his knowledge of system design to develop both 
TSR’s and Vision’s architecture. 

...................................................................................................................

Charles Sells, Vision Tax Lien Services

Charles Sell is currenlty Director of Acquisitions at Vision Tax Lien Services (Vision). 
Vision provides superior “boots on the ground” for professionals in delinquent 
real estate investments. Current, on-site inspections completed by real estate 
professionals and auction attendance through anti-trust certified bidders anchor 
Vision’s resources at your service.

...................................................................................................................

Ernest Long, National Crime Prevention Council

Ernest Long is a career Crime Prevention Specialist.  Ernie was first certified in 
Crime Prevention in 1983 while employed as a police officer in New Jersey. Ernie 
served in NJ as a Patrolman, Detective and a Sergeant and after obtaining a 
Bachelors Degree in Criminal Justice became an Investigator for the State of New 
Jersey; Ernie retired from the State of New Jersey after attaining the rank of Assistant 
Chief Investigator to relocate to Florida in 1996.  After two years in Loss Prevention 
and Inventory Control for the Auto Superstore CARMAX, Ernie again entered public 
service as the Crime Prevention Coordinator for the City of Aventura. Ernie has 
served as President of the Florida Crime Prevention Association (2002-2006) Ernie is 
currently Treasurer of the Florida Design out Crime Association.
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...................................................................................................................

John Rubrich, The Marcus Law Firm

John Rubrich is an Attorney at the Marcus Law Firm practicing in the areas of 
commercial/business law, civil litigation, real property/foreclosure law.   John is 
admitted to all courts in Connecticut, both state and federal as well as the United 
States Supreme Court.  In an era of ever increasing specialization, John brings a 
broad base of experience to each situation.  At different firms and times in his career, 
he has focused in litigation and transactional work.  These periods of concentration 
in different areas have led to a  breadth and depth of understanding and an ability 
to find efficient and creative solutions to client problems.  Even within the practice 
areas, his cases have ranged from highly charged and high-profile estate litigation to 
large scale environmental litigation and from single family closings to thousand – unit 
developments.   John is now being integrated into the tax lien team at the Marcus 
Law Firm and looks forward to working with all of you in Connecticut.

...................................................................................................................

Elliott Eisenberg, Laughs & Graphs - NTLA Keynote Speaker

Elliot Eisenberg, Ph.D. is a nationally acclaimed economist and public speaker 
specializing in making the arcana and minutiae of economics fun, relevant and 
educational. He earned a B.A. in economics with first class honors from McGill 
University in Montreal, as well as a Master and Ph.D. in public administration from 
Syracuse University. Eisenberg, formerly a Senior Economist with the National 
Association of Home Builders in Washington, D.C., is a frequent speaker on 
topics including: economic forecasts, economic impact of industries such as 
homebuilding and tourism, consequences of government regulation, strategic 
business development and other current economic issues.  He is the creator of the 
multifamily stock index (the first nationally recognized index to track the total return 
of public firms principally involved in the ownership and management of apartments), 
the author of more than eighty-five articles, serves on the Expert Advisory Board 
of Mortgage Market Guide and is a regular consultant to several large real estate 

professional associations, hedge funds and investment advisory groups. He is regularly featured guest on cable 
news programs, talk and public radio, writes a syndicated column and authors a daily 70 word commentary on the 
economy that is available at www.econ70.com. 

...................................................................................................................

Jim Meeks, MTAG Services, NTLA Board Member

Jim Meeks is the President and CEO of MTAG Services. Mr. Meeks has over 24 
years of experience in the real estate industry with 16 of those years in specialty 
asset servicing. He founded MTAG Services in 2010 in a spin-off transaction with 
Mooring Tax Asset Group. Prior to this, he held various management roles with 
Mooring Financial Corporation. He joined Mooring Financial Corporation in 1994 as 
Controller and was appointed Vice President in 1997. He co-founded Mooring Tax 
Asset Group, an affiliate of Mooring Financial Corporation and was appointed its 
President in 1999. He has served as the NTLA’s past President and Secretary. Mr. 
Meeks received his Bachelor of Science from Virginia Tech, his CPA certificate in 
Virginia and earned his MBA in Finance from George Mason University.
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Rob Natale, Vadar Systems

Rob Natale is the COO of VADAR Systems, Inc. responsible for enabling operational 
excellence and building capabilities for VADAR’s future growth.  Mr. Natale leads the 
information technology, innovation development, customer advocacy, and business 
services teams.  He furthermore contributes to the VADAR Systems’ strategic vision 
by managing prioritization, resource alignment, and project accountability across 
the company.  With tax lien experience in more than 20 states, over 100 clients, and 
over $1 Billion funds served, Mr. Natale is a thought leader delivering best-in-class 
financial optimization combining proven and innovative solutions.

 
...................................................................................................................

Jed Reitler, Vadar Systems

Jed Reitler is the VP of Sales and Marketing for VADAR Systems, Inc.  Leveraging 
15 years of global experience with technology sales and digital marketing, Mr. Reitler 
is advancing the adoption of the LienApp™ software suite that strengthens lien 
investments by streamlining servicing tasks, cultivating business intelligence, and 
improving portfolio returns.  Prior to this role, Mr. Reitler was commercial finance 
executive for Cisco Systems, international business development executive for 
Linksys, and contracts and pricing manager for Northrop Grumman.

...................................................................................................................

AJ Koontz, Lumentum

Mr. Koontz has been pioneer in the digitization movement of the Tax Certificate and 
Distressed Real Estate business for the past 6 years. He has been instrumental in 
building a team of people that have created efficient technology to capitalize in the 
current transformation taking place with data intelligence and the movement to online 
distressed real-estate and tax certificate auctions. Lumentum was formed in 2009 
to provide informatics and technology to investors. One primary goal was to create 
transparency in the asset class to enable investor liquidity. This was accomplished by 
establishing Lumentum DigiPan 3.0 platform as the leading secondary market broker 
desk for tax certificates. In 2014 Lumentum has launched new data and technology 
products to meet the real-time demands of investors and brokers. Most recently Mr. 
Koontz was a founder of Broadband National. As founder, Mr. Koontz built and led 
the team that designed the company’s proprietary software platform the “Integrated 
Broadband Information System” IBIS 1.0. This data rich “intermediary” housed 

millions of records with multiple decision trees. In 2007, Broadband National was ranked #57 on the INC 500. 
Broadband National aka Bridgvine has been in the INC. top 500 7 consecutive years.
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Matt Cosgrave, Propel Financial

Matt Cosgrave is Vice President of Acquisitions at Propel Financial Services.  He is 
responsible for all tax lien purchasing activities and secondary market transactions.  
Matt joined Propel in 2012 as part of the acquisition by Encore Capital Group, an 
international specialty finance company. Over his ten years at Encore Capital Group, 
Matt managed a variety of functions from strategy to operations, specializing in 
developing new lines of business. Prior to joining Encore, Mr. Cosgrave worked for 
Booz Allen Hamilton providing strategic consulting services to several Fortune 100 
companies and large government entities. Mr. Cosgrave graduated from Georgetown 
University with BBA (Finance/Accounting) and is a Certified Public Accountant.

 
...................................................................................................................

Doug Gale, Terra Echelon, NTLA Board Member

Mr. Gale is the President and owner of Terra Echelon, LLC a consortium of 
companies servicing all aspects of delinquent property tax collection and 
enforcement. He started the group of companies with REO America in 2004 after 
eight years at a tax lien investment fund, where he ended as vice president of 
operations. At that fund, he was credited with growing it eight-fold in just three years, 
all the while increasing the portfolio returns by 30% and lowering the cost structure 
by 50bps. In 2009 REO America was listed on the INC 5000 list at number 1,133 
overall and number 18 in real estate. Throughout his career, Mr. Gale has purchased 
and managed over $650mm in tax liens, and he has liquidated more than 4,000 REO 
properties. In 2004, Mr. Gale graduated at the top of his MBA class, Beta Gamma 
Sigma, from the Crummer School of Business in at Rollins College. Mr. Gale has 
served as an advisor to governments and as an expert witness in federal court on 
matters related to delinquent real property taxes.

...................................................................................................................

Mitch Kalom, The Kalom Law Firm

Mr. Kalom, Prior to founding Kalom Law Firm, already had 30-years of tax lien 
industry experience in providing end-to-end management, including research, training, 
procurement and back-end “ORE” evaluation, acquisition, and disposition of Mississippi 
Tax Liens. The Firm now offers end-to-end ‘Solutions-Centered’ legal counsel and 
representation across Mississippi relating to Tax Liens, Tax Titles, Tax Deeds, Suits to 
Confirm or Challenge Tax Title, Clean-Up Enforcement Actions, Assessment Challenges, 
Title Evaluations and Opinions, ORE reviews, Assessments, Work-Outs and Dispositions. 
On-Site Assessment, Training and Counsel Regarding ORE best practices and 
procedures. The Firm also serves as reviewing and opinion counsel relating to attachment 
or perfection of security interests in Mississippi tax liens. Mr. Kalom has been a member 
of the NTLA since its inception, serves as its Mississippi Legislative Liaison and consults, 
lectures and writes extensively on the State’s tax lien market and laws. Mr. Kalom 
received his M.B.A from The Else School of Management, his J.D. from MS College 
School of Law; and his L.L.M from U. of Miami School of Law.  WWW.KALOMLAW.COM
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